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Palmyrah palms mirrored in the calm waters of the north.

At Sri Lanka’s northern edge, Jaffna unfolds like a quiet epic of faith, resilience, and
culture. Framed by Palmyrah palms and shimmering lagoons, this historic peninsula
blends Hindu Kovils, Buddhist Viharayas, colonial echoes, and bold flavors into a
journey that lingers long after the road south begins.

Words: D Tharushi.
Photography: Varnan Sivanesan.
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Toddy-rich palmyrah fruits.

There is a certain light in Jaffna that feels different from anywhere else in Sri Lanka.
It is softer, yet sharper. It glows gold across the limestone walls of old houses and

shimmers across the vast lagoon before dissolving into a sky streaked with rose and
amber.
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Golden hour along the ramparts of Jaffna Fort.

Arriving in Jaffna is not simply a journey north; it is a journey into a rhythm shaped
by history, faith, resilience, and a cultural pride that runs deep through the
peninsula. The road stretches for a long way past Elephant Pass, the narrow strip of
land that connects the mainland to the northern peninsula. Palmyrah palms rise like
watchful guardians against an endless sky. The air grows saltier, the horizon wider.
There is a sense that you are entering a space where time slows and stories settle
gently into the landscape.
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Nagadeepa Templ on Nainativu, glowing under t wide northern sky.

Jaffna: Where the Wind Carries Stories of the North | 4


https://exploresrilanka.lk/jaffna-where-the-wind-carries-stories-of-the-north/nainativu-2/

Jaffna: Where the Wind Carries Stories of the North

Entrance to Nagadeepa Purana Viharaya, shaded by sacred trees.
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A symbol of protection and peavce at Nagadeepa Témple.
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The city’s colonial past stands firm within the walls of Jaffna Fort, built by the
Portuguese and strengthened by the Dutch. Its star-shaped structure rests quietly
beside the lagoon, bearing witness to centuries of change. Walking along its
ramparts at sunset, the wind carries whispers of traders, soldiers, and settlers who
once passed through its gates. The stones are weathered, yet steadfast, much like
Jaffna itself.

From there, the soul of the city reveals itself through faith. The golden tower of
Nallur Kandaswamy Temple rises majestically above the streets, its intricate
carvings glowing in the afternoon sun. Devotees walk barefoot across warm sand,
carrying offerings of flowers and fruit. Temple bells echo through the air, mingling
with chants and the faint scent of incense. This sacred space anchors the spiritual
life of the Tamil community, drawing pilgrims from across the island and beyond.
Yet Jaffna’s spiritual identity is layered and diverse.
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Conversations unfold slowly over cups of sweet tea. There is warmth in
the way strangers are welcomed, pride in the way stories are told.

A short journey across the waters to Nainativu Island leads to one of the most
revered Buddhist sites in the north, the serene Nagadeepa Purana Viharaya.
According to ancient chronicles, this sacred temple marks a place visited by the
Buddha during his lifetime to settle a dispute between two Naga kings. The white
stupa rises against the blue sky, radiating calm. Pilgrims dressed in white gather in
quiet devotion, offering lotus flowers and lighting oil lamps.

The atmosphere is tranquil, almost ethereal, as waves lap gently against the shore
nearby. Not far from the bustle of Jaffna town itself lies Kadurugoda Viharaya, an
archaeological treasure that tells of an even older Buddhist presence in the
peninsula. Here, small ancient stupas stand clustered together in silent testimony to
a time when the north thrived as a center of early Buddhist civilisation. Surrounded
by greenery and open skies, the site feels contemplative and understated.

Kadurugoda Viharaya, echoes of arIy Buddhist
heritage in the north.

It is a reminder that Jaffna’s history is not singular but woven from many spiritual
threads. This coexistence of temples, kovils, churches, and mosques speaks to a
peninsula shaped by multiple influences yet united by shared space and shared
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resilience. The call to prayer from a distant mosque blends gently with temple bells
and church hymns at dusk.

In Jaffna, faith is not merely architecture. It is lived quietly and deeply. The
intellectual heartbeat of the north continues through the presence of the University
of Jaffna. Students fill lecture halls and gather beneath sprawling trees, their
conversations animated with ambition and hope. The peninsula has long valued
education as a pillar of progress, and this youthful energy brings a sense of renewal
to streets once marked by uncertainty. Morning in Jaffna begins early. Fishermen
push narrow boats into the lagoon as dawn spills pale light across the water.
Markets awaken with vibrant color.

Te paIm-Iieé\)ue f theUniversity of Jaffna.
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Jaffna Public Library at sunset, a symbol of knowledge and resilience.

Jaffna: Where the Wind Carries Stories of the North | 11


https://exploresrilanka.lk/jaffna-where-the-wind-carries-stories-of-the-north/default-9/

Jaffna: Where the Wind Carries Stories of the North

Jaffna’s iconic Clock Tower at duk.
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Red chillies spill from woven baskets, brinjals gleam in neat rows, and the scent of
freshly caught seafood drifts through the air. The famed Jaffna crab is prepared in
rich, fiery curries that reflect the bold character of the region. Meals here are
generous and unapologetically spiced, layered with tradition and memory. Beyond
the town, the peninsula opens into a mosaic of islands connected by slender
causeways that skim over shimmering water. Karainagar offers quiet fishing villages
and stretches of coastline where seabirds trace circles overhead. At Casuarina
Beach, the sea remains shallow and calm, its surface glistening under the northern
sun. Families gather beneath the shade of trees, sharing food and laughter, while
children wade into gentle waves. Further west, Delft Island feels almost untouched
by time. Wild ponies roam freely among coral stone ruins and ancient baobab trees.

The landscape appears both rugged and poetic, shaped by wind and sea. Every
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island carries its own rhythm, its own quiet charm. Yet it is the people of Jaffna who
leave the deepest impression. Conversations unfold slowly over cups of sweet tea.
There is warmth in the way strangers are welcomed, pride in the way stories are
told.

A bowl of fiery Jaffna crab curry.

Many families carry memories of hardship and rebuilding, yet their gaze remains
forward looking. There is dignity in the way homes are restored, in the way
traditions are preserved, in the way festivals continue to light up the night sky.

As evening descends, the lagoon mirrors the fading light. Oil lamps flicker in
temples. The white dome of Nagadeepa glows softly under the moon. The ancient
stupas of Kadurugoda rest in silence beneath the stars. Faith, in its many forms,
wraps gently around the peninsula.
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Jaffna does not seek grandeur — it captivates quietly through texture, resilience,
and reverence. Where kovils, viharayas, colonial forts, and modern cafés coexist
beneath palmyrah palms and open horizons. When you leave Jaffna, you carry more
than memories. You carry the echo of temple bells, the calm of a white stupa rising
against blue sky, the taste of spiced crab, and the warmth of conversations shared

in shaded courtyards. You understand that the north is not merely a destination but
a narrative of endurance and faith.
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