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Sofia Colombo sets a new benchmark as Sri Lanka’s first GSTC-certified city hotel,
embracing sustainability to drive responsible tourism and long-term growth.

Sugath lllangakoon, General Manager of Sofia Colombo City Hotel
(right), in discussion with industry professionals.

Sofia Colombo, a prominent hotel in Colombo, has achieved GSTC (Global
Sustainable Tourism Council) accreditation, becoming the first establishment of its
kind in the country.

GSTC certification helps Sofia Colombo align with sustainability standards that
encompass environmental, social responsibility, and economic viability. Control
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Union certification, an entity accredited by the GSTC since 2016, conducts audits
and certifications of hotels and tour operators directly against the GSTC
sustainability standards. Control Union has certified Sofia Colombo for this
achievement, marking it as the inaugural hotel in Sri Lanka to attain this milestone.

Incorporating sustainability initiatives will increase Sofia Colombo’s long-term
commercial potential, particularly given our hotel’s reputation, which sets us apart
from the competition.
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From center to right: Sugath lllangakoon, GM, Sofia Hotel Colombo with Roshan
Ranawake, MD, Control Union Inspections; Oshadha Kumarasiri, Head of commercial
team, Control Union; Kavindu Bandara, Commercial lead, Control Union; Kasun
Vithanage, Manager/Lead auditor - Sustainable tourism, Control Union; and Garan
Dharmasena, Commercial lead, Control Union.
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Sugath lllangakoon, GM, Sofia Hotel Colombo (right) with Chinthana Duminduhewa,
Founding Chairman, Sustainable Tourism Initiatives (left).

Understanding the necessity as a responsible tourist city hotel and recognizing the
industry’s future demand, the hotel management took this initiative and eagerly
executed plans to move forward. Many nations, particularly the EU, require hotels to
follow sustainable standards, and they will prioritize sustainable-certified hotels
from 2027 onwards, for their business. Sofia Colombo has established explicit
objectives and fostered an organizational culture within the hotel.
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Sugath lllangakoon, GM, Sofia Hotel Colombo with Roshan
Ranawake, MD, Control Union Inspections.
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CERTIFIED

\ GSTC HACU250341 /

GSTC Certified, reflecting a commitment to global sustainability standards.
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CERTIFICATE
GLOBAL SUSTAINABLE TOURISM COUNCIL

Control Union Singapore Pte. Lid. hereby certifies that the
organization meets the standards of the GSTC Industry Standard

Sofia Colombo City Hotel

295 E 295A, Galle Road, Colombo, 00300, Sri Lanka

Legal entity: Sofia Colombo Pyt Ltd
GSTC Hotel Smgle-site Certification
Reference Standard: GSTC Industry Standard for Hotels, Version 3, 21 December 2016
Seope of Certification: Hotel/Accommodation
Esued date: 09/02/2026
Date of first GSTC certification: 09/02/2026
Expiry date: 08/02/2029

Certificate Number: C 913583 G5TC HACU250341
GSTC-Certified Logo: GSTC HACU250341

Authorised signatory name lssued by
AROL 4
##P{m _;;i".' A Control Union Singapore Pte Ltd =
v % 81 Anson Road, Suite 8.05 w ‘5
Yeap Hogi Kim ™ Singapore 079908
Certifier T +65 6500 6270/6261 GSTC
09/02/2026 wwnw.controlunion.com GETC-ACCRIDITED

DEETWICATION B0

On behalf of the Managing Director ausg tourism@controlunion_com

. =
Control Union Singapore Pbe Lid & acorediied o prowede GSTC Cerftfication on | ! |
26 May 2025, Code- ACC 2025-25-17. w_;
This certificate induding the annex remains the property of Comtrol Unon and can be GSTC
withdrawn in case of terminations a5 mentioned n the kKensee ontract, or in case
changes or deviations of the above-mentioned data ooowr.  The ioemeee & ohiiged o | CERTFED ]
inform Contral Unign immedistely of amy changes i the sbowe mentioned data Oy e et B

an original and signed certificate is valid.
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Sofia Colombo City Hotel achieves GSTC Certification for sustainable tourism.
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