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Where Business Meets Leisure in the Heart of the City 

Perched high above the city, the rooftop swimming pool offers guests extensive
views of Colombo’s skyline.

Rising along the vibrant stretch of Galle Road in Colombo, Sofia Colombo City Hotel
embodies a contemporary urban elegance that is welcoming and refreshingly
uncomplicated.

Words: Jennifer Paldano Goonewardane.

The first impression of Sofia Colombo City Hotel is one of unobtrusive sophistication.
It is a place where convenience, comfort, and thoughtful service come together to
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create an experience tailored to the modern traveler.

Just a few years after opening its doors in January 2023, Sofia Colombo City Hotel
has developed a reputation that extends well beyond its size. It offers something
increasingly valuable in modern hospitality: authenticity.

Guests are welcomed not merely as customers but as individuals whose comfort
and experience genuinely matter.

Skyline views and rooftop serenity.
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The hotel’s meeting and event spaces seamlessly
accommodate a variety of professional gatherings.

Complementing this demeanor is its distinctive identity within the city’s hospitality
landscape, as Colombo continues to evolve as a regional business hub and tourism
gateway.

Positioned in the heart of Kollupitiya, the hotel offers guests immediate access to
some of Colombo’s most popular shopping destinations, the iconic Galle Face
Green, the bustling commercial districts, and the colorful bazaars of Pettah. For
visitors with limited time, few locations provide such easy access to the many facets
of Colombo life.

The hotel represents the growing concept of “bleisure” travel—a seamless blend of
business and leisure. This philosophy is reflected in every aspect of the property,
from its efficient design and amenities to its guest experience. While many travelers
arrive in Colombo for corporate engagements, Sofia ensures that they can also
enjoy moments of relaxation and discovery during their stay.

At the helm of this vision is General Manager Sugath Illangakoon, who joined the
property as its pre-opening General Manager and has played a key role in shaping
its culture and identity. For Illangakoon, hospitality is a lifestyle – a philosophy
influencing Sofia’s service culture, creating an environment where genuine warmth
and attentiveness define the guest experience.
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“Perfect Bleisure” is the hotel’s tagline, and it captures the essence of what Sofia
aims to deliver.

The property is designed primarily for business travelers, yet it offers enough
leisure facilities to ensure guests can unwind after a productive day. The result is a
balanced hospitality experience that feels both efficient and personal.

Built on a compact city footprint, Sofia Colombo demonstrates how intelligent
design can maximize comfort and functionality.
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https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-22/
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From delicately prepared fish to succulent prawns, each dish brings the bounty of
the ocean straight to your table.
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https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-24/
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The hotel features 212 rooms spread across 11 floors, offering contemporary
accommodation equipped with modern conveniences. The rooms are thoughtfully
designed to meet the needs of today’s traveler, providing comfort without
unnecessary excess.

Guests and local patrons can enjoy a range of dining options, including
executive lunch buffets designed for Colombo’s corporate community,
elegant high tea offerings, and relaxed dinner experiences.

One of the hotel’s most impressive features is its rooftop swimming pool. Set high
above the city, it offers guests a rare opportunity to relax while enjoying panoramic
views of Colombo’s skyline. The rooftop space has become one of the property’s
defining attractions, complemented by a modern fitness center that caters to
health-conscious travelers and sports teams alike.
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https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-27/
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The chef’s expertise shines through in dishes that blend comforting flavors with
refined sophistication.

https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-29/
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The arrival experience at Sofia is unlike that of many traditional hotels. Guests are
welcomed at a reception located on the tenth floor, an unconventional but
memorable approach that immediately introduces visitors to the hotel’s
contemporary character. The elevated reception area opens into inviting dining and
lounge spaces that showcase sweeping city views.

https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/savery-baked-carb-with-curnnchy-mixed-salad/
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https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-33/


Sofia Colombo City Hotel 

Sofia Colombo City Hotel  | 13

Expertly blended and beautifully presented, each drink is crafted to refresh,
revitalize, and delight.

https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-37/
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A sweet finale awaits with an assortment of decadent desserts.

Interior design plays an important role in shaping Sofia’s identity. The hotel’s visual
language is inspired by the name “Sofia” itself, with signature shades of pink and
royal blue incorporated throughout its branding and guest-facing elements. These
colors create a distinctive aesthetic that is modern and memorable.

Throughout the hotel, guests encounter thoughtful design details that celebrate Sri
Lankan culture. A particularly striking feature is the artistic tunnel leading towards
the restaurant area. Adorned with reproductions of traditional temple art and
accompanied by visual presentations showcasing Sri Lanka’s cultural and natural
heritage, the space creates an immersive introduction to the island’s rich traditions.
It is an unexpected touch that encourages guests to pause, explore, and connect

https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-5/
https://exploresrilanka.lk/sofia-colombo-city-hotel/sofia-colombo-foods-3/
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with the destination beyond the hotel walls.

Wake up to sweeping views of the Indian Ocean from the
comfort of your Standard Room.
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Tastefully furnished surroundings and uninterrupted views of
the sparkling ocean.

Service, however, remains Sofia’s greatest strength. Illangakoon firmly believes that
exceptional hospitality is not determined by star classifications but by the quality of
human interactions. This philosophy is evident in the way the hotel operates.
Associates—as employees are known within the organization—are carefully trained
to provide personalized service while maintaining a friendly and approachable
demeanor. Even the hotel’s security personnel are viewed differently. Referred to as
the Loss Prevention Team, they are trained to act as ambassadors for the property,
often becoming the first point of contact for arriving guests. This attention to detail
reflects Sofia’s commitment to creating positive impressions from the moment a
visitor arrives.

Technology also plays a significant role in enhancing the guest experience. Digital
platforms allow guests to explore hotel services even before arrival, while
integrated service systems enable rapid responses to requests. Yet Sofia has been
careful to ensure that technology supports rather than replaces personal
interaction. The result is a hospitality experience that feels efficient without
becoming impersonal.
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Indulge in a new level of wellness at the Tonic Wellness Spa, the Pink
Floor’s
signature sanctuary for rest, renewal, and rejuvenation.

Dining is another area where the hotel has developed its own distinctive approach.
Rather than competing directly with larger luxury properties, Sofia focuses on
innovation and accessibility through a creative fusion cuisine concept. The culinary
team combines international influences with local flavors to create dishes that are
both familiar and surprising. The goal is not simply to serve meals but to create
memorable dining experiences that reflect the spirit of contemporary Colombo.

Guests and local patrons can enjoy a range of dining options, including executive
lunch buffets designed for Colombo’s corporate community, elegant high tea
offerings, and relaxed dinner experiences.

The hotel is preparing to launch Skyscape, a rooftop bar concept that promises to
become one of the city’s most exciting social venues, capitalizing on the property’s
elevated setting and expansive rooftop space. Beyond comfort and convenience,
Sofia Colombo City Hotel has earned recognition for its commitment to
sustainability. The building was designed with environmental responsibility in mind,
incorporating features that support energy efficiency, water conservation, and
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sustainable operations. These efforts have resulted in internationally recognized
certifications, including LEED certification and the prestigious Global Sustainable
Tourism Council (GSTC) certification.

The culinary team combines international influences with local flavors to
create dishes that are both familiar and surprising. The goal is not simply
to serve meals but to create memorable dining experiences that reflect
the spirit of contemporary Colombo.

For Illangakoon and his team, sustainability is not a marketing slogan but an
integral part of daily operations. From reducing resource consumption and
supporting local suppliers to educating staf f and engaging guests in
environmentally responsible practices, the hotel has embraced sustainability as a
long-term commitment. This dedication has resonated with travelers. Positive
reviews consistently highlight the property’s cleanliness, attentive service,
convenient location, and welcoming atmosphere.

In a city where new hotels continue to emerge, Sofia has successfully established
itself as a respected competitor, earning strong rankings across major travel
platforms.

Perfect for business travelers, each Deluxe Suite offers
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extra space and refined comfort.

In many ways, Sofia reflects the spirit of Colombo itself—dynamic, evolving, and full
of possibility. Combining simple luxury with thoughtful service, contemporary
design with cultural touches, and business efficiency with leisure comforts, it has
become a compelling destination for travelers seeking to experience the best of Sri
Lanka’s capital city.

For those arriving in Colombo, whether for business, leisure, or a little of both, Sofia
Colombo City Hotel offers an invitation to discover the city from a perspective that
is stylish, convenient, and distinctly memorable.

Sofia Colombo

295 and 295 A Galle Road, Colombo 03

+94 112 225 225, +94 743 681 710

reservations@sofiacolombo.com

sofiacolombo.com

 


