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Goyambokka has been recognized as one of the World’s 50 Best Beaches for 2025,
celebrated for its pristine sand, tranquility, and unspoiled natural beauty.

Tucked away along Sri Lanka’s southern coastline, far from the usual tourist trails, a
hidden gem has quietly claimed global attention. Goyambokka Beach in Tangalle,
nestled in the Hambantota District, has earned its place among the World’s 50 Best
Beaches for 2025, ranked at forty, and rightly so.

Words Jennifer Paldano Goonewardane.

Photography Sujith Heenatigala and Dinesh Fernando.

It is truly an honor for Sri Lanka’s Goyambokka Beach to be named among the
World’s 50 Best Beaches—a coveted recognition for an island embraced by the sea,
whose timeless allure has long captivated the world. While the south is famed for its
bustling resorts, lively reefs, and long-standing tourist hubs, Goyambokka stands
apart, landing on the annual list, described as the ‘perfect Sri Lankan Beach’. This
quiet cove of a location stands tall at fortieth place in the world and leading in South
Asia, beating competitors like the Maldives. Remote, untouched, and wrapped in a
tranquil stillness, it offers a rare solitude. Goyambokka has made it to the list of the
World’s 50 Best Beaches for 2025 for its pristine stretch of sand, calmness,
unspoiled nature, and peacefulness where time seems to pause.

Every year, a list of the best 50 beaches is compiled with the support and input of
more than a thousand travel industry professionals and influencers who evaluate
beaches on a set of criteria that include natural beauty, tranquility, and the overall
experience they offer. Low crowds, calm conditions, and untouched nature are
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added advantages to get into this coveted list. From Italy to Indonesia, from the
North to the South Americas to the Indian Ocean, the list unveils some of the most
breathtaking and alluring beaches that only the beach ambassadors could unveil to
the world. For the judges, it comes down to natural beauty, a sense of serenity, and
a place that spurs an emotional response. Sri Lanka’s Goyambokka Beach’s raw
beauty is a testament to how, in an era of overloaded tourism, this place thrives
with laid-back establishments, less overcrowding, and with a focus on preserving
the environment, which were strong points for it to secure a place in the World’s 50
Best Beaches for 2025.

Goyambokka Beach is indeed a rare coastal treasure that remains largely
undiscovered, tucked away from the frenzied rhythm of mainstream tourism.
Located in Tangalle, around 195 kilometres from Colombo, it offers a glimpse into
the unspoiled charm of Sri Lanka’s southern village life. The name “Tangalle” hints
at its heritage: an old Sinhala village shaped by the land and the sea, where
generations have lived quietly by farming and fishing. To them, this beach was
simply part of everyday life—familiar, ordinary, unremarkable. But Goyambokka is
anything but ordinary.

Goyambokka has made it to the list of the World’s 50 Best Beaches for
2025 for its pristine stretch of sand, calmness, unspoiled nature, and
peacefulness where time seems to pause.

The long narrow path leading to Goyambokka Beach. 

The laid-back charm of a coastal haven. 

Outside the peak season, which stretches from December to April, there’s a wild
beauty to be found here. One can sit by the shore and watch as the ocean hurls
itself at the rocks, wave after wave. The sea may be fierce, but something is
exciting in its raw energy—a reminder of nature’s pulse, rhythm, and power. There’s
a certain serenity in its fury. The waves, though relentless, have a predictability.
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Some rise higher, some crash harder, yet all eventually surrender into a soft, foamy
embrace that gently kisses the shore before retreating—an endless conversation
between land and sea that invites us to pause, breathe, and simply be.

For reasons unknown, Goyambokka Beach feels cocooned—hidden from plain sight,
as if nature intended to keep it a secret. Accessing it requires a short journey down
a narrow lane, the popular route. However, there is also access through a flight of
steps that leads to another section of the same shoreline, partially separated by
rocks and scattered cabanas. The moment you step onto the sand, it’s as though
you’ve crossed a threshold into a secluded paradise. What strikes you first are the
rugged rocky outcrops that define the beach’s dramatic landscape. Goyambokka
isn’t a flat, open stretch of sand; it’s an inlet—a bay where powerful waves crash
into stone. Its formation allows for body surfing and wave-catching. Its very name
suggests this topography. Goyam means paddy, and bokka means cove. One story
goes that a rocky hollow in the sea was once filled with paddy, either by myth or by
accident, with one of the villagers pointing to a cove a little further into the sea.
Another tale simply tells of a place where grain got washed and settled into the
arms of the bay. Whether fact or fable, the place itself lives up to its evocative
meaning—a cove shaped by stone and sea.

The ocean’s sound is more than the clamor of the rolling waves; thunderous is their
encounter with the rocks. Though ceaselessly thumped, the rocks gleam, standing
like armor, as if nothing could unseat them from their positions. Standing atop the
boulders as waves hurl toward you may not be the safest pursuit, however tucking
beneath the lower rocks—facing inland—can reward you with a playful spray, a salty
mini-shower.

Another reason for Goyambokka’s rise to global acclaim in beach couture is the
presence of tide pools – natural basins between boulders, created by the clash
between sea and stone. These natural basins, constantly refreshed by the sea,
invite visitors to lounge within them.

The rocks teem with tiny spectacles: shore crabs scuttling furiously against the tide,
holding their ground in a relentless battle; sea-slug-like creatures clinging to the
rock face, leech-like and stoic, unfazed by the pounding sea. Every corner of the
beach hums with life, making Goyambokka a place to relax and witness nature’s
theatre in full glory.
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Tourists stroll leisurely along the Goyambokka Beach. 

Basking in the golden light. 

Though it lay outside the peak season, Goyambokka Beach was highly
recommended to a few interested travelers, drawn by its quiet beauty and
unspoiled charm. Its seclusion spoke to them. They were captivated by its rugged
edges, the thunder of waves crashing against rocks, and the sense of stillness that
wrapped around it all like a veil. Goyambokka is a study in contrast: secluded yet
alive with sound, remote yet richly expressive. The waves and clouds move in
tandem, performing an endless aerial and aquatic ballet. One can sit for hours
simply watching the tide, the rise and fall of each wave unfolding like a language of
its own, spoken in tones that shift from thunderous to tender. There are unexpected
moments of hush between the crescendos of crashing waves, where the ocean
seems to pause, inhale, and then begin again. During the peak season from
December to April, the sea settles, as if taking a break from its constant aquatic
vaulting, the color turning azure-blue. Visitors can laze in the open sea as the water
turns placid and the waves are more subdued.

Goyambokka Beach is a hidden coastal gem, largely untouched and away from the
hectic pace of mainstream tourism. 

Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle Resort

Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle, with 152 rooms and pool villas is situated in
Goyambokka, surrounded by a 22-acre coconut plantation. Nestled on a rocky
outcrop, it embodies the rugged terrain of Goyambokka Beach. Its shoreline is
pristine, another secluded haven personifying a secret hideaway unique to
Goyambokka. What stands out is the picture-perfect oceanfront, where waves roll in
uninterrupted, creating a soothing rhythm. The boulders sit slightly offshore, leaving
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a generous stretch of golden beach for visitors to lounge, wander, and wade into
the gentle waters at leisure.

Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle is a five-star resort with rooms and pool villas
designed for couples, families and guests with special needs. The premier and
deluxe accommodation includes rooms with beach access, ocean view, and pool
villas. The culinary journey is as captivating as the resort itself, offering four distinct
dining experiences, International and Asian cuisine, Italian fare, and exclusive
private dining. Each setting promises resplendent moments amid the hotel’s
luxurious ambiance, with bespoke private meals available on a secluded beach or
cliffside beneath the stars. The stay is further enriched by a thoughtfully curated
selection of experiences and activities designed to delight every guest. The hotel is
well-equipped to host business meetings, private parties, and receptions, with its
stunning outdoor landscape offering one of the most picturesque settings for any
occasion. With a world-renowned ocean at its doorstep, Anantara Peace Haven
Tangalle is the perfect escape set against a breathtaking coastal backdrop.

Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle Resort
Goyambokka Estate, Tangalle
anantara.com/en/peace-haven-tangalle

Goyambokka Beach is a living testament to Sri Lanka’s beauty—a reminder that
discovery lies beyond the elegant corridors of luxury. Here, authenticity reigns.
Apart from a sprinkling of upscale accommodations nearby, the beach is tended by
the hands of villagers, who bring a quiet grace to their hospitality, just what the
judges were looking for as they surveyed the globe for their prized catches. The
beach is flanked by coconut palms and shoreline plants, which adds to its cocooned-
like atmosphere. There is no rush, no intrusion—just the gentle presence of people
who understand the rhythm of their land and sea. Service here is personal, and the
atmosphere is blissfully laid-back.

As poets have written, “Though there be fury on the waves, beneath them there is
none” (Nathanial Hawthorne, The Ocean). Goyambokka embodies this truth—wild in
spirit, yet profoundly peaceful at heart. Its breathtaking beauty captured the
attention of visitors who believed it belonged on a global list of the Best
Beaches—catapulting this secluded stretch of shoreline in Sri Lanka’s Deep South to
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international acclaim. Goyambokka Beach remains a hidden gem, waiting to be
discovered.

The beach, framed by swaying coconut palms, provides a charming atmosphere and
a peaceful escape. 


