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Exploring Sri Lanka’s Southern Coast in February

The Southern Coast of Sri Lanka is a haven for travelers and surfers alike, offering a
vibrant mix of golden beaches, thrilling waves, lush landscapes, and rich cultural heritage.
February is the perfect time to visit, with dry, sunny weather and consistent swells that
make it ideal for both surfing and exploration. This guide takes you on a journey through the
best the Southern Coast has to offer.

Whether you're riding the waves or wandering along scenic paths, the vibrant atmosphere
and beautiful weather make it an ideal time to experience all that the coast has to offer.
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Galle: A Gateway to History

Start your journey in the historic city of Galle, a UNESCO World Heritage Site that
combines colonial charm with vibrant modern culture. Wander the cobblestone streets of
Galle Fort, lined with Dutch-era buildings, local boutiques, and art galleries. As you stroll
along the fort walls, the view of the Indian Ocean and the iconic Galle Lighthouse is
breathtaking. End your day at Flag Rock Bastion, where the crashing waves and golden
sunset set the tone for the adventure ahead.

The Galle Fort, a beacon of history and a World Heritage Site, embraces the heart of the
town.

Unawatuna and Jungle Beach: A Coastal Retreat

A short drive from Galle brings you to Unawatuna Beach, a crescent of golden sand lapped
by turquoise waters. Perfect for swimming and snorkeling, this beach is a favorite among
locals and visitors. For a more secluded experience, take a hike to Jungle Beach, a hidden
cove surrounded by tropical greenery. The calm waters here are ideal for a relaxing swim
after a morning of exploration. For a touch of spirituality, visit the nearby Japanese Peace
Pagoda, a serene spot offering panoramic views of the coastline.
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Unawatuna Beach boasts a stunning crescent shape, vibrant with beach lovers reveling in
their perfect getaway.

Mirissa: Whale Watching and Surfing Bliss

Mirissa is a must-visit for whale-watching enthusiasts. February is peak season to spot blue
whales, sperm whales, and dolphins, so start your day early with a boat tour. Afterward,
head to Mirissa Beach, where surfers can enjoy small to medium waves perfect for
beginners and intermediates. Between surf sessions, relax on the sandy shores, sip fresh
coconut water, and soak up the coastal vibes. For a spectacular view of the coastline, hike
up Parrot Rock, especially at sunset.
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Experience the thrill of whales and dolphins soaring through the air as you embark on an
unforgettable whale-watching adventure.

Hiriketiya: The Surfer’s Paradise

Next, travel to Hiriketiya Bay, a crescent-shaped haven surrounded by palm trees. Known as
“Hiri,” this spot is a dream for surfers of all levels. Beginners can practice in the gentle
waves near the shore, while experienced surfers will find challenging reef breaks further
out. The beach exudes a laid-back charm, with rustic paths, lush greenery, and a peaceful
vibe. One of the activities would be to join a yoga session at one of the beachfront studios.
Nearby, visit the Dickwella Blowhole, a natural marvel where seawater shoots into the air,
offering a dramatic contrast to the tranquil bay.
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Vibrant surfboards await on the golden sand, while a skilled surfer prepares to embrace the
exhilarating waves at Hiriketiya beach.

Tangalle: A Blend of Culture and Serenity

From Hiriketiya, head to Tangalle, a quieter coastal town known for its pristine beaches and
cultural sites. Silent Beach is an idyllic stretch of sand, perfect for a peaceful morning swim
or simply lounging in the sun. For a cultural detour, visit Mulkirigala Rock Temple, an
ancient Buddhist monastery set on a rocky hill. The temple features intricate murals and
stunning views of the surrounding landscape. In the evening, experience the magic of turtle
conservation at Rekawa Beach, where you can witness sea turtles laying eggs under the
moonlight.
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Mulkirigala Rock Temple is an ancient Buddhist monastery on a rocky hill, known for its
intricate murals and beautiful views.

Weligama: Surf and Fishermen on Stilts

Weligama, a charming coastal town, is famous for its beautiful beaches and gentle waves,
perfect for beginner surfers. As you step onto the sandy shores, enjoy the refreshing ocean
breeze and warm sun. In the afternoon, don’t miss the stilt fishermen balancing on wooden
poles, casting their lines into the sparkling waters—a captivating glimpse into Sri Lanka’s
rich fishing culture. Also, visit the Kushtarajagala Statue to admire the intricately carved
Buddha amid lush greenery, offering a serene atmosphere for reflection.
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Stilt fishermen in Weligama framed by the shimmering sea.

Yala National Park: Wildlife and Wilderness

No trip to the Southern Coast is complete without a safari at Yala National Park. Known for
its high density of leopards, Yala offers an exhilarating chance to spot these elusive big cats
along with elephants, sloth bears, and colorful birds. The park’s diverse terrain, from dense
forests to open grasslands, makes every jeep safari an adventure. After the safari, visit the
Kataragama Temple, a revered multi-religious site known for its vibrant rituals and deep
spiritual significance.
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Embarking on a safari at Yala unveils the gentle giants, majestic big cats, and an array of
wildlife, inspiring wonder at the beauty of nature.

Dondra and Matara: A Scenic Farewell
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On your way back to Colombo, stop at Dondra Head Lighthouse, the southernmost point of
Sri Lanka. Climb to the top for panoramic views of the Indian Ocean and the lush coastline.
Just a short drive away, Polhena Beach in Matara offers calm waters and coral reefs, perfect
for snorkeling or a final swim. As you travel along the Southern Expressway back to
Colombo, reflect on the incredible journey and the memories made along this stunning
stretch of Sri Lanka.

Dondra Head Lighthouse, standing tall on the southern tip of the island, is a truly iconic
landmark that captivates visitors with its stunning panoramic views.

Surfing Highlights
Sri Lanka’s Southern Coast is a surfer’s paradise, offering spots for all skill levels:
Hiriketiya Bay: Consistent waves, perfect for both beginners and advanced surfers.

Weligama Beach: Gentle swells ideal for learning to surf.
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Mirissa Beach: Small to medium waves suitable for all surfers.

Midigama: Reef breaks like Lazy Lefts and Lazy Rights for more experienced surfers.

Unawatuna Beach: Beginner-friendly waves and a great place to start your surfing
journey.

Why Visit in February?

Perfect Weather: February brings dry, sunny days and calm seas, ideal for beach activities
and wildlife safaris.

Whale Watching: The southern waters are teeming with marine life during this time,
offering unforgettable whale-watching experiences.

Surf Conditions: Consistent swells make February one of the best months for surfing along
the Southern Coast.

Wildlife: This month is the peak season for whale watching in Mirissa and leopard sightings
in Yala National Park.
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Festivals: February often coincides with Maha Shivaratri, celebrated in temples like
Kataragama, adding a cultural element to your visit.

Essential Travel Tips

Pack Smart: Bring light, breathable clothing, swimwear, sunscreen, and comfortable shoes
for hiking.

Dining: Southern Sri Lanka is known for its fresh seafood and tropical fruits. Don’t miss
delicacies like Sri Lankan crab curry, coconut sambol, and roti.

Weather: February is part of Sri Lanka’s dry season in the south, with temperatures
ranging from 25°C to 32°C.

Transport: Hiring a private driver is the most convenient way to explore. Alternatively, use
the efficient train system for scenic journeys.

Culture: Be respectful when visiting temples; dress modestly and remove shoes before
entering.

Activities: Book whale-watching tours and safaris in advance, as February is a popular
season.
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This journey along Sri Lanka’s Southern Coast combines the thrill of surfing, the serenity of
unspoiled beaches, and the richness of local culture. Whether you're riding the waves,
exploring ancient temples, or simply relaxing by the ocean, the Southern Coast promises an
unforgettable experience for February 2025.
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